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SPIRIT
of rugby

ch i ld .safeguArdi ng statcment

Tlrrough thc IIlFll antl rclatcd Branch, $lci {lc'n:ir:r:rri i{i:{j provides rugby activitics to young pcoplc through

p:rrticip;rtion in mini lnd youth crxrchinl; lnrt conrpetitions anrl participation progmmme's in retatetl schools

an4/or thc cornltrunity. The club is conrmittcrl to ihc cnloyrneni of rrrgby by young pcople' lt valttcs antl

cpcouragcs t5c pargclpatlon of parcrrts, coaclrcs and volunlecrs ln trflt i fnr partfilpants undcr 1t!'ycars of

rugc. 'l'lrc club will atlhcre to thc. tltl;tl snfcgulrtllng pollcy, wltlch .strtvcs io respcct thc tlignity antl rights of

Agc Grade Playcr.s.

'l'5c club will strive to prolrrote, crcato antl maintaln safe envlronmeltls for Age Grade I'layer's' lt will

enclcavour ro nraintairi tlc kcy valucs o[ Iksgrect, lnclusivity, lntcgrity, I'.xcctlence and Fun' A detallccl

safr.'guardingpoticycanbcfoundhcrc, lrlllr'','," ' 'r 1] lr ;' '' :'rr "'

rjg1i5:;1. Thc Sports Counclls'Code of lithlcs/Safcguartling Guitlancc should hc usetl where tlre lRl;tj ltas not

puirlishc,d *p*iifi. guidelines, in particular with rc1;arrt to llre princigrlcs to safegultrd childrcn frollt ltitrnt,

l,lilr , ,, '\'.:', rr''.'i,'i ill, l.iri,l r. ,,','lirtr ,./',,i1,':'tl :trltlt" .rrl;i I'r' ' ,

The club carrictl out a risk assessmeut for any potcntial harm to a child white involved in rugby. 'l'hcsc risk.s

wcre categorised undcr the fotlowirrg heatlings Rccruitmcnt, Club and Coaching Practiccs, IlcPorting,

Complainq Facilitics, Conrmunication and Gencrat ltisk of llarm. '[hc assersment reviewcd thc arcas of

potc;tial risk of harm, thc likclihootl of thc risk occurring, and gives the required policy, guidancc and

rlocunrent links requirerl to manage these risks. The written risk assessment and the procedures for managing

these risks is avaitable 1t ilrc r-.rtrl oi titis sluier;rtnl / iri tiru iirll vrl'si(lrl oi iiti.s sr.tIrt,l{'tl; ivirirti:1 lr pritttr:ti

vr:rsio tt ) I

Our chiful safeguarding statement has becn dcvelopetl in linc with rcquirements of thc IITFU and under the

Children First Act 2015 and in Northern lreland, the Club Framework for Safcguarding Standards. In addition

to the procctlurcs listed in our risk asses.sment, the club adhcrcs to the following procedures that are in place

as part of thc lllFU Safeguarding Policy and our intcntion to safcguard children:
r Procetlure for the safe rccruitnrent and sclcction of workers and volunteers to work with children,
lrii;l''.,"t ir l :r t .i1,3r'11' 1r',:rrl'1''ii11'1il""i,ttt,'/rir i,'i,rr'111r'111,1 ',111'1'll.llrlill"i r lr l'liillltr ti lrlt'l

. Procedurc for provision of and access to child safeguarding training and information, including the

idcntification of thc occurrcnce of harm,

iijili...',: ,,,r: rl l,ttt':,, :' ifi;. tit'lll,:'.l,ti'.'rl'"'1 11':if i''1i1.-".'ll"",i;.li,iill'.'l1.i1llll1 r';i1!

. Procedure for the rcporting of child protcction artd wclfare concerns to Tusla (lrelandJ and Cateway

[Northcrn lreland) through thc National Safcguarcling 0fficcr attd appointcd Manrlated Person within IRFU:

. , irjr r ' i, !. ) , l r r, 'lr' . I'hc Cltrh Wclfarc Otficer ilie ll:.tl;.r .i,;qllslt is thc ll,i:l'r:rrr: l ll i.";'.r : as per Children First
Act. Othcr staffand volunteem rvithin the cluh may hokl the role antl responsihility of a Mandated lrerson as
pcr Schedule 2 of the Act but havc not lrccn appointcd by thc club/lllFU. 'l"hey are always expccted to act as a

Mandated Person and whcn making a report in thcir profcssional capacity that involves rugby should always
infornr the IITFU Mantlatetl llor.son thitt.suclt n rcport ltns bcen ttratlc try thcln,
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. Procedure for the rnanagemeni of allegation of abuse or misconduct againstworker:/volunteers of a

child availing of our service and can be found in the case management poliry,
htp: i,rurtrv.i nlbilShyrlgj plaT n gthcsaine /(
. Procedure for appointing a relevant person for the purposes of the implement tion of this Child

Sa[eguarding Stateme nt
r procedures to minimise risk of harm of a child have been put in place and are available in the IRFU

Safeguarding Policy, hltps:/li'v'rwv.irishnrslry.ie/pl.inns'the-eaJnc/spirit-of-
ru gbv l seicqu a rd i n qf saleq.uard i tr q- nol i gyl:

Al.lprocedureslistedareavailableontheIRFUwebsite'htt'

The club management expects those involved within age-grade rugby to adopt and supervise the

implementation of these iafeguarding principles and standards. The club recognises that implementation is

an ongoing process. lt is commi$ed to the implementation of this Child Safeguarding Statement and

,..orp"nying safeguarding potiry and procedures to keep children involved in rugby safe from harm. We

witl Oo ttrii *riougtr ttre implementation of the Club Safeguarding Action Plan and IRFU safeguarding audig

htrps. r /o I I fc3rrrl0o io3 m.clriuC iront.nci/irlulwp-content /unloads/202 1/0U/31 120516 /Clu[:'
Sa leeqa rd in qActioli- Ple n,pl[

o A link to the IRFU Safeguarding Policy is included in relevant club documentation and is available here,

! f rp:i: i n,,ir,i,;. irish rus hv.ie lplavint-tnegaine/s uirit.-nf-ruql:v/sl![esrlilrdin#safeguarditr [r-pol.icV/

',L:,":..i,i.-r:;-.:, ,.,,:rit:ittrj,rii have reccived a copy of the poliry and signed adherence through the Declaration of
InrenL The Child Safeguarding Statement and related safeguarding policies are available to all
parents/guardians and members of the public though the IRFU website and is available on request from the

CIub Welfare Oflicer, hnrrs:iJvnyrv.rris[ruqby.Ie,rp]at,ing-tirl:-qame/-:ptdUU111,Ih:/lsalcgual'riittq/

The club will work with the Branch Spirit of Rugby Offrcer on the implementation of the policy and are

available to assist Club Welfare 0fficers and related personnel and to deal with club queries. They can be

contacted at:

Munster:EmilyO'Leary-qrrltb:qtei5l!el!1_!1qs1g1l141l.tl,-,-L(ia

CIub Welfare Officers have completcd rclevant safeguarding training. Their ID templates are on display
.,yii.;;;1; .;'.t;: ,.tr'! ,.:t;,:. ',r;,.1 :;,t,-i111; .',',-lr:i',r:::, Th€ ClUb haS COmpleted thg ngCgSSary fiSk aSSgSSmgnt and
published the child safeguarding statemenl The club follows the safeguarding club action plan, the anti-
bu.llying statement, uses the club pavement signs and Spirit of Rugby 'Let Them Play' video clips. Coaches

and volunteers have also received training in veffing and safeguarding through the IRFU. This Child
Safeguarding Statement will be reviewed in September 2A23, or as soon as practicable atter there has been a

material change in any matter to which the statemcnt refers. For qucries pleasc contact the Relevant Person,

l',liehata [ng] ish, lEelfatqqtfFi{gll+si4llEllgn]U'fq'cqrrl, phone ruunlber: t}[ib 81096t)?

Signed: OtSigned
Chair Cluh Welfare 0fficer
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SAFEGUARDING RISK ASSESSMENT
This l'is-l< assessnlent considers the potential for harnr to c{}nle to chiklre n rvhilst they are in the care oI this club a,rl givpsthc rcqtrircd policy, gttidance n. proa"s, documents rcquired to alleviate these risks. This risk assessment has becncarried out prior to the publication of thc child safcguarriing statenrcnr (sectiun 1l (1b) childrcn Fir.st Act z0lsJ. ln thiscontext and in accordancewith the rcquireme nts of section'I I 1l) istlrc chilctren Fiisrrtct 201, tttatst,ntes ,,os n prlvirleraf u relevantservice rt'e rvilJ ttndertoke dn o.$.scssnler t of any poteuitoi hnrrrto o chikl rvhile ovgililg of the sentice,;the riskis.o[ ubusc and not general ]leofti onrt saJ'ety risk. Thi.s risk osscr:snent is olso in accorclnpcn ruitlr Sport Noru1cm lrelond.sClub Fromewark for Sofeguording Sronrtanis in Sport cnri os.sucfi cnn bc uscrl b), tlte IRFU,s constit uent provinces <rncl club.s,

The risk assessment indicates the areas of pote ntial risk of harm, the likclihood of the risk occurring, and givcs therequired policy, gttidance or process docurnents rcquired to'atleviate these risks. The tist of risks identificl attd
procedures to managc chese risks ore lrstcd in relevant cntegories overleaf and are based on ttte ]RFIJ Clttb Actiort plon.

Rcsponsibilitics
r The club has appointed a Club Welfare Officer to implement the Child Safeguarding Statement and IRFU

Safeguarding Policy and to monitor the irnplementation of the associated Club Action plan
r The Club Welfare Officer holds the role of Relevant Person for the organisation's Child Safeguarding Statement and

, links wiin tfre nationally appointed Mandated person of the IRFU
r This risk assessment has been completecl with Club Welfare Officer and other members of Club Committee
I The Committee recorded this risk assessment at tlrL'september 2021 club meeting and published a Child r

Safeguarding Statement thereafter.
I All Age-Grade staff and volunteers (e.g. coaches, manager, team assistants) working regularly and

continuously with minis or youths (or where their role is a necessary part of working) with young people

andlor vulnerable adults have been vetted and have signed the Declaration of lnlent.
. The IRFU has a Mandated Person and their contact is listed in the Child Safeguarding Statement.
r The CSS and related policies are available to parents and the public through the Club Welfare Officer

This documerC ryos completed by the Club Welfare Ofliccr on behalf of the Club Committee and approved by tlrc Committee

in September 2023. 0n completion of this the clult tvill now complete and publish the Child Safcguarding Stotcntent stgncd

hy OJficers of the Club

{

il)
rlscrt nalnes NtcF(1*q E

^J4 
LISH

Chair
e^,

Signetl by Club Welfore }fficer
C LlrV

The Risk Asscssment was undertaken in {insart dutc) anri rvill be reviewed in September 2023 irr line tvitit rrpdor'etl

Sufe.guarding Polices
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Risk ldentified: Club and Coaching Practices [evel

llldrRlsk if relerant staff and l,olunteers arrc not
aryare of the safeguarding poliry as it rehtcs
to club and coaching practices
Considerations

r Risk of harm i[ there is not a consent
form for each player U-181'enm olilgr.,
rvith parental permission, rvith relo,ant
medical information and permission to
participate, photogrirphic permissiorr
and Eavel consent, (use tenrplate in
IRFU Registration s)'stem)

o Codes ofConduct for age-grade
players and parents published and/or
on vierv

. Risk of harm if staffand volunteers do
not know policies in relation to
supervision, social media and
photographs

r Risk of harm ilstaffand volunteers are

not aware of travel and awaY triPs
procedures

o Risk of harm of abuse, including online,
through bullying and inappropriate use

of social media
These policies have been made known to those

workingwJth Age'grade players and available

through registration process for parents

Risk Assessment

lrish RugbY Football Union
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Procedures ln Plncc

Safegunrrllug Follcy -
Itttpr:/1tvu'tr,l t'irlrt n11l11',lt'/pl'rylttll I lt,'

l].tltlt'/s1ti1 il -1r1.

t'ulll |j'ri \.ltt'!'3r.lt'rli lttll',,t l r'l:tr, t Ir l l t r t: !ill l r .1'/

Codes of Conduct -

hl tl'sll/'rl l'|l('.lvrlllrlj, r.l{1t,,'lrrttrlltt rttt,ttrl /i
r!u/\1"[-
{!n1.ill/[l]hr*lrlrlii{};l(!/ Ll/ I l.r I5,,lt Il./(,{'
It.t:-".i] [r tlrrllrl r tr:t: [',r l'r]tll t,llrll
Bullylng
hl I tr.sf/rt l-?.!r.:ll-11({!oJt}.im,r:lrtl ttlllultt'tlr :lfi
drrlwtr:
ulr1t'ttI IttIrIt,,ttIs/,]i].l t/ttl-l/:iI I ;lttiittll/Att
t i- titrl l)'trrlilt,tt r'lltr.'tt[,lrtli
Soclnl medlil guldonre -

!rt.t 1't:/lrl l'.!lr';{r'r].!)rrjrt,tttt,r'lrrtltllttttl.n q:t/l

dtr/rut-
.q:,urttnlItr IllrrirrIs/3tlJ"l-l-tltl/,'! J I iltlI{5l'5t,t
)t r-nlLSt[]tj-( lr il itrr',1 trl I

Travel guldance 'lncludlng hostlng and

away trips
lrttt:.t/ltlLtll-r,-.i-rJrllltllqlJnt,r'llrrrtllt'trttl,ttf l/i
t!-u/:r:lt
srrrriqrrt/-tllll-u,.L(irl?"0";11)/-t):ll7$l;'l{'t.!t!l/ll't'
ilvcl:!o-rrLiIIf lJg$il.l};.1!!ll'

Monllnrlrrg ol
Illsk
il$S untl florlnrt

on {llHFlily;rl
rutnt / ltt
r'lttlrhrrrtt'f
on lvr'htllt,/
sot'lill ntr,dl't

ll t li t t't t t; r I lr t tt

ti{:.-irl(}tl\ t(,

llirl'cnlr,
co;tt:ltr,s rttttl

Itlcltl ltt'r.s,

Itrr:ltttk's filtlt's
ol'trltttl ttct:i

Arrtl-lrullylng
stitlcntcllt ls
on tll:,-plitY

Monltorlng of
Rlsk

Leve! Procedures ln Place
Risk ldentified: Communication

CWO ID

tcmplatc ott
wcbsitc'

IRFU Poliry and Child Safcguarding

Statement vlsible on websltc and avallablc

to all parents on registration proccss '
rlj,1 ./.i.,..,. \i.tt,..it,r,,'lr' tr'.'1:,.t\tl:''i,,'

1,lll' ,;'!'i; i{ ,'1-

1.1;1,i1.i; 1..,1ir.1;1t.rl'riitt;'f'.,r1,'r;rt it ilt ttti ! rirli i'

tD template dlstrihutcd to Splrit stall'and

made available to CWOs

Poliry is avallablc tltrortglt llugby Connect

m embersh lP rcgistratlon

High

volunteers, Parents and PlaYers
0onsiderations

- . Child Safeguarding Statement and

safeguarding policies communicated to

members and saff so there is high

awareness of safeguarding information

e CWO ID temPlate visible and

communicated to Parents and

volunteers so contact can be made if
harm is identified

r Safeguarding information made

avaiLble on sign up so that parents and

ptayers know standards of behaviou r

with staff,RIsk of harm if not communicating

IRITI.J
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Risk ldentified: Recruitment Level Procedures ln Place Monltorlng
Risk of recruiting lnappropriate people to
work with young people
Considerations

. There is a CWO that is vetted and
trained to SGZ standard

o All relevant Age-Grade staff and
volunteers successfully completed the
necessary vetting requirements

r AII relevant Age-grade volunteers
signed Declarations oi Intent that clearly
outlines their role

o Age-glrade section have put in place
adequate supervision processes in
accordance with IRFU Safeguarding
Poliry

r Copies ofreferenceforvisitingr/
unknown coaches if applicable are
sought

High

tliglr

High

Itecrultment Poliry,
l-r!!Jrt//wy*-rr.Lr:hh.r:.rili_ry.rry'lItrylul:tlir'-

fgurc/,tplllJS-,1-.
rugtul,si!1.('Rlr;l r:d it$I:-rtc lti itt]t-(irt-tl

Audit ol"Rugby Connect for outstanding
vets weekly, emalls Spirit of Rugby Officer
as necessary lor update.

CWO to check with head coaches that
adequate supervision is in place
accordin g to guideli nes,

lL-Ltrrillrl-t ttelrd { )o io 3 rn.-cfuurlll-clll.rl-ql/j
rfu,/rvp-
crrrrterr r /rinlo,rds /2t)20lt)9I 251.$u?tl lSu
rrtirv i,si on-Saf ctv.nd I

Vettlng and
Dol renewals
every Z-years
through
Rugby
ConnecL CWO
has acccss to
confirm
coach/volunte
er has
completed
their vet

Risk ldentified: Complaints / Concerns Level Procedures ln Place Monitoring
Risk of harm if complaints and reporting
procedures are not in place
Considerations

o Risk of harm (physical, emotional,
sexual abuse or neglect] ofa child by
a sta-ff/volunteer/child if reporting
procedure not known

r Name of Branch & National
Safeguarding Person is listed and
visible within club

r The IRFU Mandated Person is listed on
the CSS

r Parents knowhow to raisea concern
. Age'grade member can make their

concerns known
r Coaches/Volunteersknowhowtodeal

with complaints and raise a concern
using case managementform and/or
contact witlr Spirit of Rugby Offlcer

High

Med

High

IIigh
High

Med

Med

ReporilngProcedures -

hUpr#utssru"rsh1l'Shy,relploglrrg:lb e -

uarnc /snirit-ol-
ru gLrJ'/sa l'eg r r ;r rd i rr g/EeDsctn-fl

Parents information:
h ttps: //r,r.,rvurj.ri.sh ru gby.ielhlayi n g:fhe-
ga nrelsp irif:of:
ruglly/sa @
Case Management Reporting Form
blips/llbrrns.it f fi cc.rc rll/l"qrrr::sPr e
r^ ./ [t es n o r r s o I 

);r 
r-' t'. ; t s tt x .) i rl = l l i v lz rt o t l o k l( e M

5 u |$ i)slg ltA7.[ 3J I TJ N i llnt iI h I] t.]aSZLl MI I

VSiOx N iErl Jl'Q.1 M I;lt[tMVIlICIVl:XSIIJQl]r4
tl

Young People rights and reporting
nrocedures -

IrII1r';:;//'r.',.'.f i.r,.i.t t';h-t"t-tliIrt'.il:/'i)i.iiliII!i-iI:t':

I'ir1 r;.'/',j rir ti -r:J'

I'11 i,l ]i' //, . i J r'rrr lr I i tl i i l:l f \'r )llll.I- tr,'{}l r!i'l'

Necessary
links to IRFU
poliry are
displayed
withrn CSS

Spirit Officers
deliver
training
regularly

R[sfrq of harxs] wkem am{mg
1..nil'' j-i rr:

ConsLderations
o If hiring facilities has the squad / club

checked ttrat approplate-qqfeggglgl-Ug-

fadllties Information -
h.u p"t //..rvrvru.-ui slr rluby-ie*{aJ!.&r,1hr.
F.r rir r. /ntr:r.l i ca l,i

lrish Rugby Football Union
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1,t,,r,.,t1,,,.,. lt.tv,. lrr.rrt trill ln 1tl;t r,

Atrll ltrtllylttt,'.lnlt'ttt.,ttl l', tttnilt.
.rv,rll,rlrlr. ltt ;tll lttt rll,,1il;ry ;nul
rl,'.1t ll,ull.,ll lrr r lrllrlr.,.r, nnil )t;tt.,ttl,,itl
r.ril11,,,. r,lr,

A;r1l o;r l;rlr lnr.rllr';rl prt.i'rthu t.:, tit r: iil
pl;rr r' ;rl llrr: l;rr.lllly

lll.,k ol untritlnod people wor*lng wlth young
peoplc
(- rrn'. irl a ra t lr.rn,,

r 5af r:flu;rrrJirrr: pcrlonnal compk:ted all
Sporl lrtl,rrrd / lNl :;tegu"rrdrng trainirq
arrd othrr nccc-ti,-hry ltaff ;rnd voluntecr
n:cr, lvcd a ppr opri,r t e,.d1 q: guar dl ng t ra I n i ng
a., Sttll. lF.lU training f,rctlheet

r Ri:k ol h;rrm (phy:ical, emotional, rexual
aburr: u ne glect) ol a chlld by a

:taff/voluntcer/child il coaches are not
trainrr-l

r Coachcl completed saleguarding lraining
prcrrrntation with 5plrit Qlficer and/or SGL

. Coachcr working with Age-grade squads
are approprlately trained for the leyel of

are

( t ar.h f r.h tt t, n4t r tl't r hir i nil, liryta
J c r l, t t. 1,1 (,1 i r a n rl / r t,, tfi 4ir,t t t r r1i n,4 p, li rry,

al t r n f, wit I r a xt i. I rt-lly i n 1i,,|;tl t rn c : nl a n ti
(,W ( t ll ) | r:tnpl ;rt r:,

It\llt., : f /,lt {t'*,ti l',}rl rt;ir;-.itr1pJ+yirig'ti;l
{,*lttt:f U,.*l ,rlf

a

a

Monilnrlng[evel Proccdures ln Place
'l'ralnlng I'ollcy,

/

Spirit.staff send out llnkto online trainlng

(jWO to llnk with Spirit of ltugby O{ficer

for course <Jellvery and contirmatirsno{
coach cnmpleLion of rughy specific

sa f t gu a r dl ryt, tr al nl ng

Coaches
Lraining
recorded in
Gainlineand
Rugby Connect

lrirh Ou;1hy Fr:otlrtrll Unir-ln

10-l?litntdownollollcl I ltall:LtridV,c I Dublin4 | DA4F7?A

T r 3!1iJ Ol 047ilfl00 | r +.3f,i Ol (t473tl11

v,rww.iri'.hru11l.ry.c<inr @ O O
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